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***Lincoln-Douglas Debate Featured at Guide Dog Users Seminar 

by Marion Gwisdala, NAGDU Vice President

Have you ever wondered what exactly Islam teaches about dogs, in general, and service animals in particular? Do you want to know what the stand of the NFB is on guide dogs? Would you like an opportunity to actually work a guide dog to see if it might be for you? What’s all the buzz about the ownership policies of training centers in the United States? Are you interested in forming a guide dog users division in your state or strengthening an existing one? Then the annual seminar of the National Association of Guide Dog Users (NAGDU) is the place for you at this year’s National Convention.


The National Association of Guide Dog Users, a strong and proud division of the national Federation of the Blind, will hold its annual meeting and seminar in conjunction with our National convention. This year, we are planning several exciting and interesting activities that even those who do not use a guide dog will enjoy. Our dynamic programs will expand your mind, challenge your perceptions, and build bridges! Take a look at our many plans and you will agree that NAGDU is changing what it means to be blind!
On Sunday evening, NAGDU will hold its annual membership meeting. One of the many challenges faced by guide dog handlers is access to taxicabs. A Frequent reason for this discrimination is the assertion by those of the Islamic faith that their religious tenets forbid them from having our dogs in their presence. In order to learn more about Islam, we are inviting a Muslim cleric to deliver the invocation at our business meeting and provide us an authoritative view of this issue.


NAGDU has been experiencing tremendous growth over the past few years. Our current Constitutional leadership consists of only four executive officers: President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. An amendment to the NAGDU Constitution will be considered that would expand our Board of Directors to include three additional members to our Board. After we consider and vote on this measure, we will hold elections to fill the available seats.


United States guide dog training centers have a variety of policies as it pertains to the ownership of our guide dogs. Some provide full ownership upon graduation; others offer ownership after a probationary period, while some retain ownership for the life of the dog. We are putting together two teams to engage in a Lincoln-Douglas style debate to take up the question of ownership. In order to challenge and expand our perceptions and those of the training centers, we are asking training centers to provide representatives that will argue in favor of full ownership upon graduation, while the NAGDU team will take the opposing side. We are hopeful that such an exchange will help bridge the gap and create more consistency in ownership policies among the training centers.


Stress is a major concern for everyone. How we manage our stress has a profound impact on our mental and physical health. The same is true for our dogs, whether they are our guide dogs or our pets. A very effective tool for managing stress is massage. Not only does a good massage help relieve tension in our muscles, the physical touch of another releases beneficial chemicals in our body that contribute to our sense of well-being. Dogs can benefit from massage, as well. During our Tuesday seminar, we will learn the art of massage for dogs. 


A strong Affiliate guide dog users division is a key element in protecting our right of access and educating the public on the issues faced by us. Many Affiliates have guide dog users divisions that they would like to strengthen, while others would like to organize one. At this year’s Convention, we will hold a workshop presented by leaders who have burgeoning Affiliate divisions to learn their secrets to success.


Many of you may wonder if a guide dog is for you. We are inviting guide dog training centers who will attend our Convention to provide a demo dog that others can work and experienced handlers will be on hand to answer questions about the impact of a dog in their life, including the practical aspects of caring for a dog. In addition, we are planning a skills course to test our dogs. We will be inviting the public to this event where we will present a scripted demonstration of a working guide dog, expose them to the truth about guide dog use and teach them about the national Federation of the blind.


Whether you are a current guide dog user, are interested in obtaining a guide dog, or just would like to become better educated about guide dog issues, the NAGDU Seminar will be an exciting and rewarding experience. Watch for the upcoming release of the Convention Agenda for the details of times and places for these activities. As we tell our dogs when asking them to work, join the NAGDU Division as we move “Forward!”

***Proposed Amendment 

National Association of Guide Dog Users

National Federation of the Blind

Current Article:

Article V. Officers 


The officers of the Association are: President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  Duties of the officers are those duties ordinarily ascribed to the office. 

Article VI. Election 


Officers will be elected at the annual meeting of the Association.  Persons elected will serve a two year term.  Election will be by simple majority of members present and voting.  

Proposed Amendments:

ARTICLE V: OFFICERS & THEIR DUTIES 

Section One: Election of Officers 

There shall be elected bi-annually at the National Convention in even numbered years a President and a Secretary. There shall be elected at the National Convention in odd numbered years a Vice President and a Treasurer.  The terms of these offices shall begin at the close of the regular business meeting at which they are elected and qualified for a term of two (2) years. Officers shall be elected by a majority vote of the membership present and voting.  There shall be no proxy voting. If no nominee receives a majority vote on the first ballot, the person receiving the fewest votes shall be dropped from the list of nominees and a second ballot shall be taken. This procedure shall continue until one of the nominees has received a majority vote from the membership present and voting. 

Section Two: Duties 

The duties of each officer shall be those ordinarily associated with that office. The President and Vice President must be legally blind and either a current guide dog user or between guide dogs to qualify for their office. Either the President or Vice-President shall preside over all meetings of this organization and shall be required to represent the Association annually at the National Federation of the Blind Convention. 

Section Three: Removal of Officers 

An officer may be removed from office for violation of this Constitution or for conduct unbecoming an officer of the National Federation of the Blind by a majority vote of the Board of Directors of this organization. An Officer may also be removed for failure to properly execute the duties of the office. An officer may not be removed without the approval of the President of the National Federation of the Blind nor shall such removal from office automatically constitute expulsion from this organization (see ARTICLE III: Section Three). Any officer who feels unjustly removed from office may appeal to the Board of Directors of the National Federation of the Blind. 

Section Four: Replacement of Officers 

Should an office become vacant during the course of a term due to removal in accordance with Section Three above, resignation, or any other reason, the President shall, with the approval of the Board of Directors, appoint a member to occupy the office until such time that the present term expires and elections are conducted. If for any reason the President should be removed, resign, or for any other reason the office is vacated, the Vice President shall assume the duties of the President and shall, with the approval of the Board of Directors, appoint a member to occupy the now vacant post of Vice President. 

ARTICLE VI: BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The Board of Directors of this organization shall consist of the four (4) constitutional officers and three (3) additional board members.  Two (2) of these Board members shall be elected at the National Convention in even numbered years and the remaining Board member shall be elected in odd numbered years.  Board members shall be elected and be bound by this Constitution in the same manner as is prescribed for the officers. A majority of the Board of Directors must be legally blind. The Board of Directors shall meet at the call of the President or on written call signed by any three (3) members of the Board. The Board of Directors shall advise the President and shall have charge of the affairs of the organization between meetings. A majority of the members of the Board must be present at any meeting to constitute a quorum to transact business. The Board of Directors may be polled by telephone or any other means approved of by the Board on any issue.  
***fundraiser Announcement

by Tamara Smith-Kinney  NAGDU Fundraiser Coordinator

NAGDU will be launching a new fundraising campaign at this year’s National Convention. We have ordered 100 half pound bags of Mimi’s Pupcakes to sell to guide dog users and companion dog owners.  These all-natural treats are a big hit with our taste-testers, who have been enthusiastic in ensuring a thorough testing process by tasting them again and again.  Whether as a snack between meals during break time or as a high value food reward, Pupcakes are a delicious addition to your dog’s kit.

We will be selling each half pound bag of Mimi’s Pupcakes for $6.  Be sure to pick up several bags to take home to share with friends and other guide dog users.
From Mimi’s Pupcakes:   “If you're like many families these days, your health and that of your family is very important to you. You know that "You are what you eat", so you read labels and make sure that your family eats natural, nutritious food, free of chemicals and harmful additives. Would you do any less for the four-legged members of your family? Of course not! And we don't think you should either. That's why Mimi's uses only the finest, purest ingredients like purified water, whole wheat flour and all natural peanut butter. Every treat is made by hand, baked to perfection and then dehydrated to extend shelf-life.”

*** Packing List for a guide Dog 

by Julie Johnson, NAGDU “Harness Up” editor

You’ve got your convention packing list all ready…socks, shoes, dress slacks, blouses, swimsuit, evening gown, alarm clock…but did you remember all the things you might need or want for your guide dog?  

Here are some suggestions of things you might want to bring for your guide dog, so that he/she can stay healthy, happy and working at peak performance throughout the convention.

*food.  I like to pack each day’s premeasured kibble in a resealable sandwich bag. This way if I need to feed away from the hotel room I can easily take the food along. I also am assured that I will have enough for the entire trip.

*food and water dishes.  I use disposable plastic dishes.  Gladware is a popular brand.  They pack easily, can be tossed in the trash at the end of the week and are relatively inexpensive.

*working gear.  The harness is obvious, but also think about additional equipment like collars or a relieving harness that you might only use in specific situations that you might want to bring.  

*bad weather gear.  Things to consider here are raincoat, boots to protect paws from hot pavement or perhaps a cooling vest or collar.   

*toys.  All work and no play…well you know the rest.  Unwinding at the end of the day is as essential for a guide dog is as it is for us.

*retractable leash.  A good romp on a long leash in the park may be just the thing to invigorate and refresh you and your guide dog after a long day of meetings or first thing in the morning so you’re ready for the day ahead.

*treats.  Whether as an aid in training a new behavior, reinforcing something well known or as a snack when meal time is late every dog has their favorite treats that you won’t want to forget.

*bed tie down or mat.  A good night’s rest is critical for mental clarity and physical well being.   Knowing that your guide is safe and comfortable will also help you get a good night’s sleep.

*grooming tools.  We all know how important it is to keep our guides clean and well groomed. I like to give my guide a bath and nail trim a couple of days before leaving for convention.  I take along my hard rubber massaging brush and a nylon finishing brush.  
*medications.  Any regular medications your dog takes are absolutely essential.  If you are traveling by air be sure that the bottle is clearly labeled with the prescription information and the name of the prescribing veterinarian.   

*pick up bags.  I hope this one is self explanatory.  I pack twice as many as I think I might need.  The change in schedule, water, and environment can sometimes trigger changes in the relieving schedule.  I like to offer a couple of additional opportunities throughout the day, just to be on the safe side.

If you are traveling by air, your guide dog supplies do not count as your personal luggage.  For example if the airline allows two suitcases per passenger you can take two bags of your own things plus the bag with the guide dog supplies.  New airline regulations will mean that you will need to put dog food into a checked suitcase, not in your carry on bag.

Happy travels!

 ***Leader Dogs for the Blind 

Leader Dogs for the Blind is sponsoring “Leader of the Pack” Hospitality Night on Wednesday, July 2nd, 2008 from 6:00-8:00pm and we would like to meet you. We invite you to join us for food and activities.  Leader Dog Graduates are also invited to visit with us and your fellow grads. Members of our dedicated team will be available to welcome you and answer your many questions about our services and newly innovative programs. Everyone is welcome so see you there!
*** On Thursday afternoon, July 3, at 1:00 p.m., The Seeing Eye will present the one-act, one-man show "With a Dog's Eyes: Capturing the Life of Morris Frank."  Written and performed by Bill Mooney (best known as Dr.  Paul Martin of "All My Children"), the 50-minute performance is a witty, intimate tribute to Morris Frank, the first person to use a Seeing Eye dog.

The performance holds special significance this year because it would have been Morris Frank's 100th birthday, and it is the 80th anniversary of the return of Morris to the United States with Buddy.  The play was based on actual recordings of Frank telling stories about his life with Seeing Eye dogs.  He was known to use quite colorful language at times, so please note that the performance does contain some strong language.  The performance will be held in the newly renovated Stemmons Ballroom.  Pre-registration admission is $5; or $6 at the door.  Please email your plans to attend to Ramona Ugalde, (rugalde@seeingeye.org) (973) 539-4425 ext. 1776.  All admission fees will be collected at the door.  
 ***  Kirby Reflections
by: Meghan Whalen

            In my life, I know I will meet countless people who will touch me deeply.  Some people will be there to help with my education, some will be there to let me cry on their shoulders, some will be there and fade for no reason.  There is one individual in my life who will never fade, no matter what.  In the last year, she has gone to classes with me, she has let me saturate her coat with my tears and she has licked those tears from my face.  She has taught me that every new situation is an opportunity to learn, and life will not always go the way you want it to.  She has taught me that perfect comes in many forms.  This individual has helped me with patience, understanding and compassion.  She has showed me how to look at a situation as an opportunity to learn how to do it better, not a chance to become frustrated.

            This individual I speak of is an extremely fluffy, very exuberant amazingly forgiving and loyal little German shepherd named Kirby.  May 28, 2008 marks one year since she first laid her head on my knee.  She has showed me time and time again that a solution always exists.  There have been times I doubted her and there have been times I doubted myself.  When I lost hope, she never lost faith.  Even when we have a difficult trip, she always brings me her toy when we get home.  She seems to say, "Hey, look!  We made it, and we'll do better tomorrow.  Let's relax for now, we always have each other." 

            We have come so far and gone so many places in the last year.  Just two weeks after she came home, we were off to Atlanta Georgia for the NFB national convention.  When TSE staff saw us, they couldn't believe we had graduated from the most recent class.  Kirby wove through the exhibit hall like she went there every day.  She showed her amazing skills for reversing routes, and even in a round hotel like the one we stayed at, she easily patterned to multiple hotel rooms.  She knew which floor meant to go which way.  She could get to my brother's room, our room and the rooms of many friends after going just once.  If either of us was confused ever, it was me.  I was complemented countless times on my dog's manors.  In the relieving area, many dogs wandered at the end of their leashes while their handlers picked up after them, but Kirby sat patiently next to me and paid no mind to any of the dogs walk ing past.  Many times, other blind individuals thought I had a can!  e, because Kirby was so quiet.  

            Towards the end of last summer, we moved to a new apartment, and she settled right into the neighborhood.  Everywhere new I go with her, I think she must have been there before.  In November, she did a wonderful job at the state NFB convention.  She flew to Baltimore with me in January, and once again, she impressed me.  We took a bus down to DC, and I felt like she had been there countless times.  She took the metro like a pro.  She led me around the capitol perfectly, and again, everyone was impressed.  In March, she stayed at a hotel once more, and we went rock climbing.  She was perfectly quiet as she laid and waited for me.  She didn't make a sound or budge an inch.  A few weeks ago, we attended another conference, and she was so good.  No one ever knows she is with me, and everyone thinks she is beautiful.  This summer, we might head off to Texas for the next national convention, we are going to Philadelphia for two weeks to work at a summer camp, we are mo!  ving again and I'm probably going to California and various other places to catch up with friends.  I have no doubts that she will take it all in stride, and she will continue to impress me.  

She has learned so many things, and not all of them involve guiding.  She can find bus stops, open bathroom stalls, sinks, drinking fountains, elevator buttons, garbage cans, open seats anb countless other things.  She is learning to show me dropped objects and only pick them up if I ask her to.  She loves to play fetch out in the yard every evening, and if I ask her to pick a toy to take outside, she dashes through the house until she finds the selected toy for that day.  After we are done playing fetch, I tell her to go upstairs, and she waits at the front door for me.  If I get to the front door to find that she left her toy in the yard, I can just tell her she needs to bring her toy in, too, and she will run back down the steps, bring the toy and carry it inside.  Of course, she insists on squeaking it the entire way.

In the last year, she has guided me through varying levels of construction.  She has bodily shoved me out of the way of a car, she has prevented me from being hit dead on by a highbred.  We got across the street less than a second before the car was there.  I could have touched the hood.even I could see it, and that was pretty terrifying.  If I hadn't taken her lead, I don't know that I would be here today.  She has walked right between two dogs out on their evening walk and not turned her head in the slightest.  This little girl has perfected all of the strange angled crossings in this city.  The most perfect moments walking as one are not the ones that the general public sees as amazing.  My favorite place to walk is down Johnson street.  There is one point at which the sidewalk curves over to the right.  I love how smoothly Kirby moves, and how easy it is to follow her.  We round that curve so gentley that I almost forget we're doing it.  I know we are a well-matched team!  , because more and more, working with her is so easy I almost don't notice she is there.  You guys all know what I mean.  She's just an extention of me, and that is exactly how it should be.  I am so glad we have made it to this milestone, and I look forward to many more years of success and partnership. As long as her heart and body are up for the challenge, she will accompany me on life's adventures.  When the time comes for her to guide me on our last walk, I know I will have so many astounding memories to cherish, and I will do my best to be ready to give her the best thing I can.  She will be my pet, and we will be the best of friends until she no longer graces the world with her presence.  

            Kirby, thank you for loving, living and teaching.  Thank you for walking into my life just when I needed you.  I look forward to being your hero for many more years to come.  Today, we will make more time than usual to appreciate what we have.  How about a run and a round of fetch?  Today is yours, and I am forever in debt to you for all you have given and all you continue to give.

***Harness Up Contribution Guidelines

1. All articles must be related to guide dogs.  

2. All articles must be original work by the author.  Reprints will be considered on a case by case basis.

3. Article length will be as follows: feature articles 1000 to 1250 words, general articles 500 to 750 words and announcements less than 300 words.

4. The Editor has the discretion to reject or edit articles for quality, content, length, grammar, spelling, relevance, or other considerations. Rejected submissions will receive an explanation and can be re-submitted prior to the deadline date.

5. Submissions after the deadline date may not be considered. The deadline for the spring issue is April 1 and the deadline for fall submissions is October 1.

6. Articles should be submitted in electronic format in .txt, .rtf or .doc formats and sent as an attachment to: jlcrane@alltel.net
7. Please contact the editor, Julie Johnson, by email at jlcrane@alltel.net with any questions.

